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SUBJECT : AMBASSADOR STERNER'S DEPURTURE FROM POST 

BOB HOUGHTON HAS INFORMED ME OF PLANS TO BRING ME BACK THIS 
SUMMER AND SAYS THAT DEPT. WILL ISSUE TRANSFER ORDERS SOME- 
TIME NEXT WEEK. I SEE NO REASON FROM STANDPOINT OF OUR 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS HERE WHY I SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO LEAVE IN 
FAIRLY SHORT ORDER, IF THAT MEETS WITH DEPARTMENT'S APPROVAL. 
DCM PEALE IS ON HAND AND HE IS ENTIRELY CAPABLE OF HANDLING 
EMBASSY'S BUSINESS EVEN IF IT PROVES TO BE EXTENDED PERIOD 
BEEORE NEW AMBASSADOR CAN ARRIVE. I WOULD PERSONALLY LIKE 
TO SHOVE OFF AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AS I HAVE HAD NO LEAVE 
SO FAR THIS YEAR AND ABU DHABI IS NO PLACE TO BE IN AUGUST. 

I SHOULD BE ABLE TO PACK UP AND PAY EAREWELL CALLS IN TEN 
DAYS TO TWO WEEKS, AND SO WOULD DEPART AROUND AUGUST 17-20. 
PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU SEE ANY PROBLEM WITH THESE 
PLANS. COCO AND CHILDREN WILL PRECEDE ME, PLANNING ARRIVE 
IN WASHINGTON AUGUST 1 1 . 

STERNER 
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